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James Bendell 

The Grupp Law Firm, PLLC 
842 W. Kathleen Avenue 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83815 
(208) 665-4600 
Fax (208) 416-6540 
james@>gnipplaw.com, ISB # 8326 

Attorney for Plaintiff 


IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF IDAHO 


Northern Division 


VERAGADMAN, 


Case No. 


Plaintiff, 

V. 


COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR 
JURY TRIAL 


JOSEPH MARTIN, MARSHALL 
DITTRICH, PENELOPE JAMES AND 
PHOENIX MOUNTAIN 
COLLABORATIVE, LLC. 


Defendants. 


Plaintiff complains and alleges as follows: 

PARTIES, JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. Plaintiff Vera Gadman is a single woman who is and was at all times 
material herein a resident of Bonner County, State of Idaho. 

2. On information and belief. Defendant Joseph Martin is and was at all 
times material herein a resident and citizen of the State of Colorado. 
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3. On information and belief. Defendant Penelope James is and was at all 
times material herein a resident and citizen of the State of Montana. 

4. On information and belief, Defendant Phoenix Mountain Collaborative, 
LLC is and was at all times material hereto a Montana Limited Liability Corporation. 

5. On information and belief. Defendant Marshall Dittrich is and was at all 
times material herein a resident and citizen of the State of California. 

6. Jurisdiction is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1332(a)(1) and 1332(b) as 
the parties are residents of different states and the amount in controversy exceeds 
$75,000. 

7. Venue is proper with this Court because the actions complained of herein 
took place in Bonner County, Idaho and Venue is conferred by 29 U.S.C. § 1391. 

8. Venue is proper in the Northern Division of the United States District 
Court for the District of Idaho pursuant to D.Id.L.Civ.R. 3.1 and 1391(a)(2). 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS AND CLAIMS 

9. On or about July 31,2011, Plaintiff was driving her motor vehicle in the town of 
Clark Fork, Bonner County, Idaho. 

10. Plaintiff observed Defendants Martin and Dittrich hitchhiking along Highway 
200, and stopped her car to offer them a ride. 

11. Defendants Martin and Dittrich then entered into the Plaintiffs motor vehicle. 

12. Defendants stated that they wished to find a place to camp, and Plaintiff 
preceded to assist them by driving to Sam Owen campground, which was full. Plaintiff then 
drove them to two other RV campgrounds on the Hope Peninsula, but they did not have funds to 
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pay for the campsite. Finally, Plaintiff drove them to the east end of David Thompson Road, 
where she showed them a map with alternative locations for them to stay. 

13. Without cause or provocation. Defendants Martin and Dittrich assaulted and 
battered Plaintiff, committing the following acts against her: 

A. Choking Plaintiff, causing her to lose consciousness and then strangling 
her with a rope. 

B. Striking her about the head with a glass bottle and other objects, and with 
fists. 

C. Throwing rocks and striking her with rocks. 

D. Otherwise threatening, menacing, and committing other acts of violence 
and terror against Plaintiff. 

14. The above acts occurred both inside and outside of the Plaintiffs motor vehicle. 

15. At one point during the attack Defendant Dittrich exercised dominion and control 
over the motor vehicle by turning off the engine. 

16. Prior to their attack upon Plaintiff, Defendants Martin and Dittrich were housed at 
the Explorations wilderness facility for troubled youth, located in Trout Creek, Montana. 

17. Explorations is a facility and business conducted by Defendant Phoenix Mountain 
Collaborative, LLC. 

18. The co-founder and director of Explorations if Defendant Penelope James. 

19. Explorations holds itself out as a wilderness camp for troubled youth, including 
youth involved in criminal behavior and drug abuse. 

20. On or about July 19 or 20, Defendants Martin and Dittrich informed Explorations 
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personnel that they planned to escape. 

21. Defendant Penelope Jones was informed of the escape plan. 

22. Despite having been informed of the escape plan, Defendants Penelope Jones and 
Phoenix Mountain Collaborative failed to supervise or prevent the escape of Defendants Martin 
and Dittrich. Said acts of negligence commenced in the State of Montana and continued in the 
State of Idaho. 

23. Due to the carelessness and negligence of Defendants Penelope Jones and 
Phoenix Mountain Collaborative, LLC, Defendants Martin and Dittrich escaped and traveled to 
Sandpoint, Idaho, where they assaulted and battered the Plaintiff. 

24. As a result of the negligent and/or intentional acts committed by Defendants, 
Plaintiff sustained injuries about her head, neck, wrist, face and back. 

25. Asa result of the negligent and/or intentional acts committed by Defendants, 
Plaintiff sustained other serious physical and emotional injuries. 

26. As a result of the negligent and/or intentional acts committed by Defendants, 
Plaintiff has incurred medical and psychological expenses and will incur these expenses in the 
future. 

27. As a result of the negligent and/or intentional acts committed by Defendants, 
Plaintiff has sustained a loss of earnings and will incur lost earnings in the future. 

28. As a result of the negligent and/or intentional acts committed by Defendants, 
Plaintiff has suffered pain and suffering and loss of enjoyment of life, and will suffer such pain 
and suffering in the future. 

29. Plaintiff has sustained damages of $ 1,000,000. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief: 

A. Judgment against Defendants for past and future medical and 
psychological injuries. 

B. Judgment against Defendants for past and future loss of earnings. 

C. Judgment against Defendants for past and future pain and suffering. 

D. For judgment against Defendants Dittrich and Marshall for punitive 
damages due to the willful, wanton and deliberate acts referenced above. 

E. For general, special and compensatory damages in the amount of $1,000,000. 
E. For such other relief as the court may deem equitable. 

Dated this pC^ ay of ^ '-^/^ 2013. 



DEMAND FOR JURY 

Vera Gadman demands a trial by jury on all issues and claims asserted herein. 


DATED this c^J) day of July, 2013. 
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I. (a) PLAINTIFFS 
Vera Gadman 

(b) County of Residence of First Listed Plaintiff Bonner 
(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIEE CASES) 


(c) Attorneys (Firm Name, AiUires.s, ami Telephone Number) 

James Bendell, The Grupp Law Firm, PLLC, 842 W. Kathleen Ave., 
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815 


DEFENDANTS 

Joseph Martin, Marshall Dittrich, Penelope James, Phoenix Mountain 
Collaborative, LLC 

County of Residence of F'irst Listed Defendant Colorado 

(IN U.S. PLAINTIEE CASES ONLY) 
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